
Student Teachers Social Studies Project 
 
Congratulations!  You have successfully become a teacher.  Your task is to work with your group to teach a 
lesson to the class.  This entire project can be done in class. For your lesson, you must: 

 Make a presentation/create a lecture/introduce your topic to the class 

 Design a class activity around your assigned topic that involves the entire class 

 Rate your group members on their level of participation 

 Conference with Ms. Kummernes to ensure you are covering your entire assigned topic/using proper 
resources (Tuesday) 

 Turn in an outline/draft of your plan for approval; Submit any materials for copies etc. by Wednesday 
at the end of class. 

 
Each group will be assigned one of the following topics: 

 History (SS7H3): Explain the events that occurred in China’s Tiananmen Square.   

 Religion (SS7G12): Shintoism/Confucianism (include a brief review of Buddhism and Hinduism) 

 Korea (SS7H3): Explain the reasons for foreign involvement in Korea in terms of containment of 
communism.  

 Vietnam (SS7H3) Explain the reasons for foreign involvement in Vietnam in terms of containment of 
communism.  

 
Resources:  

 Internet (possible resources - BrainPop, Discovery Education, CIA World FactBook, PBS, history.com, 
BBC) 

 Articles 

 Coach Book 

 Encyclopedias  

 Text book 

 Others provided by Ms. Kummernes 
 
Calendar of Presentations: 
Thursday 3/12 – History 
Friday 3/13 – Religion 
Tuesday 3/17 – Korea 
Wednesday 3/18 - Vietnam 
 
Participation Grades this week (determined by Ms. Kummernes) 
 

CHOOSE YOUR GROUPS WISELY!! YOU MAY NOT CHANGE GROUPS.   
PART OF YOUR GRADE IS GROUP PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rubric: Student Teachers Social Studies Project 

 
This will count as BOTH a project and test grade!  Your project grade will come from your planning and group 
participation/cooperation.  Your test grade will come from your presentation and class activity.  If you earn less than 
a 60 percent in either category, I will offer an alternative assessment.   
Project ______/100 points 
Test________/100 points 
 
 

PRESENTATION 50 
Engaging, covers 
ALL required 
information, 
information is 
presented in a 
concise manner, 
each member 
presented part of 
the info 

40 
Covers ALL of the 
required 
information, each 
member 
presented part of 
the info 

30 
Covers most of 
the required 
information, most 
members 
presented 
information 

20 
Missing significant 
portions of 
information, 
information 
presented was 
confusing, most 
members 
presented 
information 

10 
Missing significant 
portions of information, 
information was 
inaccurate/confusing/not 
well-presented, not all 
members participated in 
presenting the 
information 

CLASS ACTIVITY 50 
Engaging, 
creative, 
reinforced 
information 
presented, clear 
instructions, easy 
to understand 

40 
Reinforced 
information 
presented, well-
thought out, clear 
instructions, easy 
to understand 

30 
Somewhat 
reinforced 
information 
presented, but 
could use 
improvement, 
instructions 
needed 
clarification 

20 
Lesson touched 
on topic, but did 
not clearly 
reinforce 
information 
presented, 
confusing  

10 
Did not reinforce 
information presented, 
confusing, not well-
planned 

PLANNING 50 
Presentation and 
class activity were 
clearly well-
planned and 
thought out, 
Submitted 
draft/outline and 
all materials on 
time 

40 
Presentation and 
class activity were 
generally well-
planned and 
thought out 
Submitted 
draft/outline and 
most materials on 
time 

30 
Presentation and 
class activity were 
moderately well-
planned, 
Submitted 
draft/outline on 
time 

20 
Presentation and 
class activity were 
“thrown together” 
Submitted 
draft/outline and 
materials late 

10 
Presentation and class 
activity were not well-
planned, 
Submitted an inferior 
draft/outline (or late), 
did not submit required 
materials 

GROUP 
PARTICIPATION 
AND 
COOPERATION 
(Each group 
member will be 
graded individually 
based on group 
feedback sheets) 

50 
 

40 30 20 10 

TOTAL POINTS 
 
 
 
FINAL GRADE 

     



Specific Criteria for Each Group Topic 
 
History (SS7H3): Explain the events that occurred in China’s Tiananmen Square.  What impact did they make 
on China’s History?  What are human rights?  How did the events in Tiananmen Square violate human rights?  
How did the government use censorship to control the information people received?   
p. 197 Coach Book 
 
Your presentation/lesson must address the following: 
 

 Who was Deng Xiaoping? 

 What are human rights? 

 What occurred in Tiananmen Square (and when?)/what were students protesting? 

 How did the events in Tiananmen Square violate human rights? 

 Who Tank Man? Why is he significant? 

 How did the Chinese government use censorship during this time? 
 
Religion (SS7G12): Shintoism/Confucianism (include a brief review of Buddhism and Hinduism) 
p. 146-152 Coach Book 
 
Your presentation/lesson must address the following: 
 

 What is Shintoism?  Explain the beliefs associated with it. 

 Where was Shintoism founded? 

 How do believers of Shintoism practice their religion? 

 What is Confucianism? Explain the beliefs/concepts associated with it. 

 Where was Confucianism founded? 

 Who was Confucius?  

 What did Confucius believe were the keys to social order and peace? 

 How did Confucianism play an important role in Chinese society? 

 Why is Confucianism considered a philosophy instead of a religion? 

 Briefly review the major concepts associated with Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Korea (SS7H3): Explain the reasons for foreign involvement in Korea in terms of containment of communism.  
p. 199-200 Coach Book 
 
Your presentation/lesson must address the following: 
 

 Why was Korea divided? Where was it divided (what is this line called?) 

 Who controlled North Korea? Who controlled South Korea? 

 What was the Cold War?  How did the Soviet Union and the United States play a part in the Cold 
War/control over North and South Korea? 

 Why did the United States feel it should enter the Korean War?   

 In what ways did the establishment of Communism in China contribute to the war in Korea? 

 Explain the Domino Theory and how it applies to US involvement in Korea. 

 How was General Douglas Macarthur involved? 

 Why was the Korean War considered a stalemate? 

 Why is the Korean War sometimes referred to as a seesaw war? 

 What type of government does North Korea have today?  South Korea? 

 What is the DMZ (or demilitarized zone?) 
 

 
Vietnam (SS7H3) Explain the reasons for foreign involvement in Vietnam in terms of containment of 
communism.  
p. 188-189, 200 
 

 What modern-day country was known as Indochina?  

 Who controlled this area in the early 1900s?  

 Who was Ho Chi Minh?  

 What happened at the Geneva Conference?  

 Why was Vietnam divided into north and south territories? Who controlled each?  

 What year did the Vietnam War end?  

 Is Vietnam still a communist country today? Explain.  

 Describe how Vietnam was split. What city was important to North Vietnam? What city was important to 
South Vietnam?  

 What was the Ho Chi Minh trail? Why was it important?  

 Who were the Vietminh?  

 How are communism and the Vietnam War connected?  

 What is the Domino Theory?  

 What was the Tet Offensive?  

 How did many people in the US react to the Vietnam War?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


