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Before the War
● The Modern-day countries of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos known as Indochina were once 

under French control in the early 1900’s.

● The French colonists kept increasing their wealth while the Vietnamese people’s wealth 

continued to be depleted.

● Due to this poor treatment the Vietnamese people revolted under the leadership of the 

united Viet Minh in 1945 against the French colonists, and they gained their independence 

from France in 1954. 

● The Viet Minh were a united revolutionary group dedicated to freeing the area from French 

rule. They were under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh.

● Vietnam was split into two along the 17th parallel as a part of the Geneva Conference which 

was intended to resolve conflicts in Indochina. The north became communist led by Ho Chi 

Minh, who was the founder of the Indochinese Communist Party, and the south was 

democratic and led by Ngo Dinh Diem. 

 



Reason for the War
● The Vietnam War started in 1955.

● The Viet Cong was a group of fighters in South Vietnam that was working with 

North Vietnam to try unify Vietnam as a communist country.

● The Viet Cong and North Vietnam were supported by communist allies like 

China and the Soviet Union.

● South Vietnam was helped by noncommunist countries such as the United States 

and other countries.

● The war began due to the issue that North Vietnam and the Viet Cong wanted 

Vietnam to come together as one communist country but South Vietnam didn’t 

want to be communist.



The Domino Theory
● US leaders were afraid if the communists took control of South Vietnam the rest 

of Indochina and Southeast Asia would follow suit.

● The Domino Theory was the idea that if a few countries became communist then 

more and more countries would become communist and soon the entire world 

would be communist.

● The Vietnam War was one main focal point of the conflict between communist 

and noncommunist after WWII. Communism was an essential part of the 

Vietnam War because the war was not just a conflict between the two parts of 

Vietnam but a broader one.



Geography
The city of Hanoi was the capital of 

North Vietnam and Saigon was the 

capital of South Vietnam. These cities  

were covered by dense jungles, this 

made conventional warfare difficult.



Ho Chi Minh Trail
● The Ho Chi Minh Trail was a supply route during the Vietnam War that gave 

support to the Northern Vietnamese Army such as the transportation of supplies 

and personnel.

● The trail was a heavy target of US airstrikes and attacks. The trail was very 

important for the Northern Vietnam Army because it supplied the Northern 

armies in Southern Vietnam with crucial supplies for the war.



Tet Offensive
According to 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1961-1968/tet

“In late January, 1968, during the lunar new 

year (or “Tet”) holiday, North Vietnamese 

and communist Viet Cong forces launched a 

coordinated attack against a number of 

targets in South Vietnam. The U.S. and 

South Vietnamese militaries sustained heavy 

losses before finally repelling the communist 

assault. The Tet Offensive played an 

important role in weakening U.S. public 

support for the war in Vietnam.” The Tet 

Offensive destroyed more than 100 cities 

and towns in South Vietnam

.

One of many cities destroyed as a result of the Tet Offensive
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How Did The Citizens in The U.S. Feel?
The majority of citizens in the U.S. were against 

the war and took to actively opposing the war 

and the drafts in the form of protests. The US 

population’s opposition against the war 

significantly increased after the Tet Offensive 

because it showed them that the government's 

statements of progress were false.

A crowd of people protesting against the Vietnam War



Outcome of the War
● The Vietnam War finally ended in April of 1975 when the North took over Saigon 

(the capital of Southern Vietnam).

● Vietnam is still communist today and their government is a one party communist 

government. However, they have implemented economic reforms and have 

opened up trade with other countries.



Class Activity
1) Divide the class into three parts. One third represent the North Vietnamese, one third 

represent the South Vietnamese, and the last third are the Americans and must lead the 

South Vietnamese, who will be blindfolded.

2) The two sides will throw styrofoam balls at each other. The south must fight the war 

blindfolded, but they can be lead by the Americans. This represents how the north side used 

guerrilla warfare against the south making it very hard for the south to fight back.

3) As soon as the war is over the south removes their blindfolds and each person on both 

sides picks up a piece of paper and answers the question written on the paper. Whichever 

side answers the most questions correctly wins the war and gets a prize. 


